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Welcome from the 42nd President of United States Women of Today

Greetings! My name is Laura Bentley of the New Hampton Chapter,
and itis with great honor and deep humility that | welcome you as the
42nd President of United States Women of Today. | am truly grateful
for the trust placed in me, and | look forward to serving this
remarkable organization alongside so many dedicated members

whose time, talents, and hearts continue to make a difference in Lﬂ h
communities across the country. Be A g t

Our theme for this year, Be A Light, is both an invitation and a 2026-2027

challenge. It calls each of us to shine in our own unique way—
through service, encouragement, creativity, and leadership. | firmly
believe that when we choose to be a light for others, we also uncover
the strength of our own inner leadership. Together, we will have the
opportunity to grow, inspire, and lead to the very best of our abilities
while supporting one another in friendship and purpose.

Staying connected will be an important part of our success this year. |
encourage all members to engage through our social media
channels, read Today’s Leader, and stay in touch through email so we
can continue sharing ideas, celebrating accomplishments, and
supporting one another. These tools will help us strengthen
communication, build enthusiasm, and ensure that no matter where
we are, we remain united in our mission and vision. The United States
Women of Today emphasizes community service, leadership training,
personal growth, and strong member connections, and publications
such as Today’s Leader remain a key part of member
communication.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve. | am excited for all that we will
accomplish together in the year ahead. By embracing the spirit of Be
A Light, | know we will continue to strengthen our organization, uplift

our communities, and inspire one another to step forward with
confidence and compassion. | am honored to walk this journey with
you, and | cannot wait to see the many ways our members will shine.

In Friendship, Lauwrar Bentley
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@ Dates to Remember

JULY

%% July 1 —Founders Day
EMPHASIS MONTH: Extensions & Membership

AUGUST
7% August 1 - Friendship Day
%% August 15 - Fast Starts Due
EMPHASIS MONTH: Wellness & Personal Development, Domestic Violence Awareness

INTERACTIVE CONTENT INSIDE

Look for hyperlinks throughout this issue
to access forms, explore website content,
and connect directly with Staff.
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= PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE

This year, President Laura invites
every chapter and member to

SHINE A LIGHT
AND SHARE HOPE
through The Reel Hope Project.

The

REEL HOPE

— P ROJECIi —
E/e/% child has a &Z&r%.
E—ue/% child deserves a W
The Reel Hope Project creates hope-filled

videos for children in foster care who are
waiting to be adopted.

These videos help share their stories and
connect them with their forever families. “ ' <
We don’t just make

i ) videos—we create
HOW YOU CAN HELP _ .

Make a donation

Host a fundraiser

There is mere ls come!

Watch for challenges, ideas and updates throughout the year.

Subscribe to the Newsletter e
. 7o , we can

BE A LIGHT IN THEIR STORY. (/

THANK YOU -

for helping us bring hope REEL HO PE

to c.hlldren wa|tnqg for — PROJECT —
their forever families.

Share their mission

LEARN MORE OR DONATE: @

thereelhopeproject.org
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Presidential Assistants — Guiding Lights
Be a Light Through Service

d NICVHOVLAS‘
As your 2026-2027 Presidential Assistants, we are honored to ik, W
serve alongside President Laura and the entire National Staff. ‘ : :
Together, we are committed to supporting our members,
strengthening communication, and helping every leader shine
throughout the year.

> GUIDING™
LIGHTS

The role of the Presidential Assistants is one of service. Whether assisting behind the scenes,
helping coordinate projects, supporting national initiatives, or encouraging members across
the country, our mission is simple: to help our organization succeed by serving others with
dedication, friendship, and enthusiasm.

This year, President Laura's theme, "Be a Light," reminds us that every member has the ability to
brighten someone's day, inspire a new leader, and make a lasting impact within their
community. No act of service is too small. Every smile, every volunteer hour, every
encouraging word, and every project completed helps strengthen the future of the United
States Women of Today.

Throughout the year, our Guiding Lights team wiill work to:
e Support President Laura Bentley and the National Staff.
¢ Encourage communication between national and state leaders.
e Assist with national meetings, conferences, and special projects.
e Recognize the incredible accomplishments of our members.
e Help foster an atmosphere of Service, Growth, and Friendship.

We encourage every member to become involved this year. Parficipate in challenges, attend
trainings, celebrate one another's successes, and never hesitate to reach out if you need
assistance. Together we are stronger, and together we can continue building an organization
that changes lives through leadership and volunteer service.

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to serve. We look forward to an exciting year filled
with new friendships, meaningful service, and opportunities to Be a Light in our chapters, our
communities, and our organization.

In Service,

Michele Thompson
Presidential Assistant

Nicholas Bentley
Presidential Assistant

PA@uswomenoftoday.org

"One light can illuminate the path for many. Together, our lights will shine even brighter."
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Mary Hansen
Chairman of the Board 2026 — 2027
cob@uswomenoftoday.org

| would like to take this opportunity to express my thankfulness to each and every United
States Women of Today Member. | enjoyed meeting and working with so many of you
during my presidency year. From the Duluth convention when you elected me to the year-
end celebration in Burnsville. My staff were a great help in so many ways. | enjoyed the
state meetings and wish | could have attended more. The “Kindness” shown me resulted in
many new “Friendships”.

This year | will have the opportunity to serve as Chairman of the Board. | will be there to
support our new president Laura Bentley and will work with the new leadership team to help
continue the upward path our organization is on.

One of my many duties will be chairing the Future Directions Committee and the Elections
Committee. If you are interested in being on the elections committee, please contact me
via my email.

Please be sure to look ahead to our next convention being hosted by Missouri on October 2-
3. 2026. Be sure to get your registration and hotel reservations early.

Mary Hansen, USWT President 2025 — 2026

2025-2026 National Staff
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Start in The Write Direction

I am honored to serve as your 2026-2027 National Secretary. Becky Fleming

USWT Secretary 2026-2027

Women of Today has been part of my life since becoming a founding secretarv@uswomenoftodav.org

member of Easton Women of Today in 1998. Since then, I’ve had
opportunities to serve locally, statewide, and nationally—including

as President, Newsletter Editor, Webmaster, and now Secretary.

Those experiences have reinforced something | believe deeply: every
member helps write our organization’s story. Service projects,

leadership development, friendships, celebrations, traditions, and

growth—all become part of our shared history. Write DireCtion

That idea inspired my theme for this year—The Write Direction.

When people think of Secretaries and Newsletter Editors, they often think about minutes and deadlines.
But these roles are really about preserving our history, communicating our impact, and creating
continuity for future leaders.

This year my goals focus on strengthening communication, recognizing excellence, sharing practical
tools, and supporting the leaders who help tell our story.

For State Secretaries and Newsletter Editors, the first State Information Packet (SIP) is available with

Fast Start information, tools, and resources for the year ahead.
For all members—thank you for helping tell your chapter’s story.

Submit that article || Send those photos || Share your successes
The moments you create today become the history and traditions we celebrate tomorrow.

I am excited for the year ahead and grateful for the opportunity to serve alongside all of you.

(E Did you know?

»- Every newsletter article, meeting minute, convention program, and photo helps preserve the
history of Women of Today for future members.

THE WRITE DIRECTION
Clear Communication ¢ Accurate Records ® Confident Leadership

YT UV YT T

S o Y oy S o < o—
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https://uswomenoftoday.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/1st_Tri_SIP_Secretary_2627.pdf
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Dawn Nissen
USWT Treasurer 2026-2027
treasurer@uswomenoftoday.org

Hello all...my name is Dawn Nissen, and | am excited to be /Looking for “Be a Light” merch?\
serving as your USWT Treasurer again this year. | had so much
fun last year, | wasn’t ready to give it up. | am from the Spencer
lowa chapter and have been a member since 2016. | have

served on many boards and committees on all three levels. A portion of each purchase benefits the

\ United States Women of Today. J

This will be an on-going fundraiser. | am encouraging donations from Chapters, States, Districts and
the Membership. For each donation, you will be entered into a drawing for a gift at both mid-year and
year-end

A new store is now open with
shirts, sweatshirts, hats and more!

Give to Grow Fundraiser:

Treasurer Fast Start - For State and Chapter Treasurers

Due to me by August 14, 2026

Send an email to treasurer@uswomenoftoday.org with the following information:

» Introduce yourself.
» Share one of your goals for the year.
> What are your fundraising ideas for the year.

Finance Meeting: Once we have the Finance Committee finalized, | will set up a Zoom Meeting. We
will discuss my ideas for fundraisers and items | have been looking at for the store.

15" Trimester Challenge

Email me your ideas for fundraising in your state or chapter this year. Please include
chapter name, state, person submitting and contact email. You will be recognized at
Mid-Year.

Volume 42, Issue 1, Page 7


mailto:treasurer@uswomenoftoday.org
mailto:treasurer@uswomenoftoday.org
https://iowawomenoftoday.zipsoutfitters.com/



http://www.uswomenoftoday.org/
mailto:webmaster@uswomenoftoday.org



mailto:pvp@uswomenoftoday.org
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/pa71293cx1h1l1587
mailto:pvp@uswomenoftoday.org



https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/2uO770fxqla4fajko
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/NFWRVy8fO8dD6KTLlcj17
https://uswomenoftoday.org/?page_id=1614
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/d5eidGpBVfad95oDs



https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/pa71293cx1h1l1587
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/yJob00cqsd67bxK631bb
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/pa71293cx1h1l1587
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/pa71293cx1h1l1587
mailto:dva@uswomenoftoday.org



mailto:dva@uswomenoftoday.org



mailto:wpd@uswomenoftoday.org
mailto:wpd@uswomenoftoday.org
mailto:wpd@uswomenoftoday.org
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/5x1jIc4rfbE2vdfd5



mailto:parli@uswomenoftoday.org
mailto:parli@uswomenoftoday.org
https://uswomenoftoday.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/SIP-1st-Tri-Parli-final.pdf
mailto:parli@uswomenoftoday.org



https://uswomenoftoday.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Tri-1-SIP-final.pdf
mailto:mvp@uswomenoftoday.org



mailto:extensions@uswomenoftoday.org
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/mXVa05vYa68dxb0QliDn96
mailto:extensions@uswomenoftoday.org
mailto:extensions@uswomenoftoday.org



https://www.facebook.com/groups/770146714310659
https://www.facebook.com/groups/718304012294544
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1965887460388402
mailto:pr@uswomenoftoday.org
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/4c2c3sy5cS4bZ2e780JjBblI1
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/4c2c3sy5cS4bZ2e780JjBblI1



https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/4c2c3sy5cS4bZ2e780JjBblI1



https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/vz2556I1MA
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/eV878zf0S3Lkf41aFM












mailto:secretary@uswomenoftoday.org















mailto:lpausig@hotmail.com









https://uswomenoftoday.org/?page_id=1063
https://www.visitkc.com/things-to-do/
mailto:uswt2223preslauram@gmail.com



mailto:uswt2223presLauraM@gmail.com
https://apiq-apiv1-c01.apiq.sfdc-lywfpd.svc.sfdcfc.net/r?target=69a7334a13fc8333551e8b31&t=V2_eyJwX2l2IjoiWU15QzJUUHpJS09yVGxIL05CR0phZ1x1MDAzZFx1MDAzZCIsInBfZW5jcnlwdGVkX2RhdGEiOiJLOEV2WU1IMkRudW5mQTdKbUxUZG9PQmpUNXBYUjlwSXJxZGhUTVBNcitBXHUwMDNkIiwicF9vcmQiOiIxIiwicF9pZCI6IjQifXx7InBfaXYiOiJ3TXFxM1JEYzlJSTZNU1UrTU40emF3XHUwMDNkXHUwMDNkIiwicF9lbmNyeXB0ZWRfZGF0YSI6Im9TaS82TWhETXNWc1A1N3JXSE9qSXBjYTJGUTlWMW1lOFpWTytkMW5Za0ppbFFMeEo5UDU1SHBlK1NFR2VzM0ZyUUNpczNkZmNxNDMxNDl1YmR3QUJnXHUwMDNkXHUwMDNkIiwicF9vcmQiOiIxIiwicF9pZCI6IjEyNDIxNiJ9&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wyndhamhotels.com%2Fwyndham-garden%2Fkansas-city-missouri%2Fwyndham-garden-kansas-city-airport%2Foverview%3FcheckInDate%3D09%2F30%2F2026%26checkOutDate%3D10%2F04%2F2026%26groupCode%3D093026USW

